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Act. He shall investigate and examine
available records and evidence that
may have a bearing on the character of
the village and its eligibility pursuant
to paragraph (b) of this section.

(2) Findings of fact and notice of pro-
posed decision. After completion of the
investigation and examination of
records and evidence with respect to
the eligibility of a village listed in sec-
tions 11(b)(1) and 16(a) of the Act for
land benefits, the Director, Juneau
Area Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs,
shall publish in the FEDERAL REGISTER
and in one or more newspapers of gen-
eral circulation in Alaska his proposed
decision with respect to such eligi-
bility and shall mail a copy of the pro-
posed decision to the affected village,
all villages located in the region in
which the affected village is located,
all regional corporations within the
State of Alaska and the State of Alas-
ka. His proposed decision is subject to
protest by any interested party within
30 days of the publication of the pro-
posed decision in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. If no valid protest is received
within the 30-day period, such proposed
decision shall become final and shall be
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER. If
the final decision is in favor of a listed
village, the Director, Juneau Area Of-
fice, Bureau of Indian Affairs, shall
issue a certificate as to the eligibility
of the village in question for land bene-
fits under the act, and certify the
record and the decision to the Sec-
retary. Copies of the final decisions and
certificates of village eligibility shall
be mailed to the affected village, all
villages located in the region in which
the affected village is located, all re-
gional corporations within the State of
Alaska, and the state of Alaska.

(3) Protest. Within 30 days from the
date of publication of the proposed de-
cision in the FEDERAL REGISTER, any
interested party may protest a pro-
posed decision as to the eligibility of a
village. No protest shall be considered
which is not accompanied by sup-
porting evidence. The protest shall be
mailed to the Director, Juneau Area
Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs.

(4) Action on protest. Upon receipt of a
protest, the Director, Juneau Area Of-
fice, Bureau of Indian Affairs, shall ex-
amine and evaluate the protest and

supporting evidence required herein,
together with his record of findings of
fact and proposed decision, and shall
render a decision on the eligibility of
the Native village that is the subject of
the protest. Such decision shall be ren-
dered within 30 days from the receipt of
the protest and supporting evidence by
the Director, Juneau Area Office, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs. The decision of
the Director, Juneau Area Office, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, shall be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER and in
one or more newspapers of general cir-
culation in the State of Alaska and a
copy of the decision and findings of
fact upon which the decision is based
shall be mailed to the affected village,
all villages located in the region in
which the affected village is located,
all regional corporations within the
State of Alaska, the State of Alaska,
and any other party of record. Such de-
cision shall become final unless ap-
pealed to the Secretary by a notice
filed within 30 days of its publication
in the FEDERAL REGISTER in accord-
ance with the regulations governing
appeals set out in 43 CFR part 4, sub-
part E.

(5) Action on appeals. Appeals shall be
made to the Board of Land Appeals in
accordance with subpart E of part 4 of
this title. Decisions of the Board on
village eligibility appeals are not final
until personally approved by the Sec-
retary.

(6) Applications by unlisted villages for
determination of eligibility. The head or
any authorized subordinate officer of a
Native village not listed in section
11(b) of the Act may file on behalf of
the unlisted village an application for
a determination of its eligibility for
land benefits under the act. Such appli-
cation shall be filed in duplicate with
the Director, Juneau Area Office, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, prior to Sep-
tember 1, 1973. If the application does
not constitute prima facie evidence of
compliance with the requirements of
paragraph (b) of this section, he shall
return the application to the party fil-
ing the same with a statement of rea-
sons for return of the application, but
such filing, even if returned, shall con-
stitute timely filing of the application.
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